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for the tobacco-sho-p, strips of
for the tin draped

for the public laundry, plaque ornamented
of Justice for the notary public

now arc we to see on the ot
modern the sculptured shop-front- s, the graceful
cornices, the burlesque joyous of

which, any method of numlcring.
designated the of the moment or the

la'nhhlt'f Perhaiw we A numluT of sjjoradic
attempts recently, as it
is the fad for everyone
to for
antiquity, it hap-
pen that liefore
our straight and poetic
thoroughfares will

a bit of old-tim- e
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a shall.
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affect a love
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Lijr Entrance to Old Jew-- JPW
jkSKI elry-Sh- op Patronized igj
!I3?J by Marie Antoinette lZ3i

si met v Ins wannest
approval, and this past Xovemln-r- . under his aus-

pices, the iitv held a "sign eiunpetition." to the success

of which some of the wittiest of French cartoonists
and Mime of the cleverest painters of the day
o.titribute.1. Many of the ilesigns exhibited found

pur haters and will le put up on the strtets.
Uut even the opi-nin- of this cNhibition a

im-uK- f notable pictorial signs had appear.! al-i- ve

tin doors of Paris -- hops. Along the grand loulevar.ls
tl:ere .ire m.mv that deserve to K-- noted, among them
one oi cicption..l originalitv. It U-ar- s the iiw ription
" 1m '::'. r d'liui'.::" (The Pewter Mug) and was put
up bv a merchant wlmse little shop never would

b.ie Irvu notiitil tvpt for this most unusual sign.

Ht f the entn-so- l window '.cans the uptcr half of a
gigantic man. winking with a let r as lie raises a jiwter
t.inkird to his lips The s;gn-Nar- d U-l-n-r is iwlf
;.rlv littered and decorated with gmttiues. and

the whole thing is s well mlon.! and so stnlvitig in

di sign that it tnde.-.- ! would - bird to pass without

notttig it. It is the work of Kibtd.i. the man who was
nsjMinsible for the artistic reconstruction of "Old
Pans"' at the positiin f io .

In the Kue hateauilun. v r a store where prints
are sold. Paul Helieit. the noted et her. has pl.ued a

II drawn woiran examining engravings, and on the
d t'hihv there is a drugstore nlnw

modeled after a I.ouis XV d.-ig- n. is a triumph
of wrought iron work and worthy to rank with any
of its old pmtotvjH-- in the Miiw Carna.iUt.

Hut ert.unlv the most remarkal ie signs vet put
in p'i.ue are tho-- e ; lanned bv WVIette. one of France's
clevircst draftsmen and a man who will be nmemUred
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Wlllette'a Sin for a Cafe-"-Ai General Bonaparte

:is the author, at the time of the Transvaal War. of

the caricatures, of Queen Victoria that so incensed
England and nearly created international complica-

tions.
One of Willette's signs hangs over a noted Inxik-sho- p

It takes the form ofon the quav opposite the Louvre.
a large slab of wood of irregular outline
liimnniT from a fililcd bracket of fanci

Imc4

ful design. The board is lettered in
Old French printed in illuminated
Gothic type. About a third of the
space, cut away in an uneven oval,
is filled with a piece of stained glass,
representing the Madonna and child
standing on a serpent, and relieved
against a deep blue tone. From
whichever side the sign is seen, and
whether by day or night, the figure
glows and" attracts the eye to tlte
inscription: "A hmaige Jc Xolre
Dame" (l.nagc of Our Lady) a success
assuredly from loth a commercial and
an artistic standiiint.

li; riliirr nnl even more striking
design decorates the front of the cafe

at the angle of the Place Saint Germain des Prcs and
the Kue Bonaparte. Some years ago, by a curious
coincidence, this cafe was taken by a man named
LenqH-reur-. Being on the left bank and near the
Latin Quarter, it soon 1ccame the resort of students
and artists, who. Willctte tells me. used to amuse
themselves at the dead of night by yelling at
the tops of their voices: " I'itv VIimtfur! Vnv

rwrciir" until the police came, fearing an incipient
revolution. "But when they threatened to arrest the
voungsters. these.latter explained that they were only
iheering the proprietor. And this reminds me of a
certain shoemaker in Toulon whose name was l.emeil- -

Sign " Street of the Armed Man

"i Wm r
"

Wooden Sign of tho Tlmo"': of Uuit XIV.

leur. He put alove liis shop the inscription,
"Le mcillcur bother Je Toulon" (Tlie Best Btnit-tnak- er

in Toulon). His rivals, incensed, brought
proceedings against him. insisting that lie must
at least put a period lictween his name and trade;
but of course they lost their case. But to return

to the sign:
The cafe was renovated last year, and it was decide!

that Willctte should do a sign for it. Both the pro-

prietor's name and the r.amc of the street naturally
suggested something Napoleonic. So the artist lias
painted a panel, about six feet tall which lie calls, ".-- u

GatfrnlHoti.t parte" It
is high in key, lumi

Wrourfht-Iro- n
Sign

'Worthy of
Museum

fca- fc

eJTa"ttC''4rjHttHP -- jBbVK

IlilllSllliii
Indicating

nous and of strik-
ing effect. Xajwleon,
thoughtful, with the
long black hair that
he wore in his youthful
campaigns, lcstridcs
the white
pointing with his
onward. On the croup
lehind him sits
typified by an ed

figure,
whispering honeyed
words in his car. In
her hand she
the tricolor of France,
and her great wings,

outspread and gilded, play an important part in
the decorative effect of the panel. Under the
hoofs lie the tlags of all Kiwi''. In the distance
a vision is caught of the Grande Armee, with
Willette's characteristic figures of the vivandicre. the
drmnnuT-lxi- y and the iepery old drum-majo- r. Two
roval crow lis and a tiara hang iqion the
soldier's bayonet, the latter a rather hit of

for. as Willctte said, lie put it in bc.ause the
sign was to lc placed in a religious quarter.

In each of his signs Willctte has had a pur-

pose in view, namely, to combine the attractive in the
artistic with the attractive in the business sense, and

in !.oth Lis signs lie has suc-

ceeded admirably.
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classic horse,
sword

Fame,

female

carries

horse's

papal
sharp

satire,

double

As I wander through the
crowded American business
streets, and si-- blx k aftel
1 lock of buildings, who- - archi-

tectural features are almost
buried under masse--s of signs,
I wonder why our sdiopke-- pcrs
have not already realized that
they can ateh the public eye
bv other means than bright gilt
letters of greater or greatest
sie I wonder that our i lever
buinss man has not already
I .ere lived the uses tf the pic-

torial sign, and decorated his
shop-fro-nt with something dis-tim'i-ve

and striking that the
passer-b- y i.innot miss.
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